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DIRECTIONS:  From the reading, answer the questions that follow in complete sentences. 

England in Shakespeare’s Day
Renaissance Man
1. During what time period did Shakespeare live? ____________________________________________

2. What was the European Renaissance marked by? __________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who was reigning during this time? _____________________________________________________

4. How long did she reign for and what was this time period called? _______________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

All Hail the Queen
5. What house did Queen Elizabeth belong to? ______________________________________________

6. Who was her grandfather and what was he known for? _______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

7. How did Elizabeth reign? ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

8. Of what was Elizabeth a strong supporter? ________________________________________________

9. What is the name of the theater company that Shakespeare was a member of that became high ranking in Elizabeth’s court? __________________________________________________________________

Theater in Shakespeare’s Day
A Writer for All Time
10. Why did London theaters do so well? ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Around the Globe
11. What happened in 1599? ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

12. Describe the Globe theater:
a. How many stories? ___________________________________________________________
b. Where did the actors perform?___________________________________________________
c. How many spectators could it hold? _______________________________________________
d. What is the pit? _____________________________________________________________
e. What is the admission charge? __________________________________________________
f. Where did richer theater goers sit? _______________________________________________
g. How did audience participate in productions? _______________________________________


13. What did most theaters lack? _________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

14. What props and costumes did they have? _________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

15. Who played the younger female roles? __________________________________________________

16. Why did women not perform on stage? __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Impact of Language
Word Master
17. How is Shakespeare a master of dramatic language? ________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

More About the Man
The Bard of Avon
18. Where was Shakespeare born? ________________________________________________________

19. What were his parent’s occupations? ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

20. What did Shakespeare study in school? __________________________________________________

Making His Way
21. Who did Shakespeare marry? _________________________________________________________

22. What are the names of Shakespeare’s children? ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

23. What other type of writing did Shakespeare write? _________________________________________

24. What happened during the 1592-1593 theater season? ______________________________________

Fame and Fortune
25. What year was Romeo and Juliet first performed? __________________________________________

26. What happened in 1599? ____________________________________________________________

27. Who became the patron of Shakespeare’s theater company in 1603?  What name did they adopt? _______
__________________________________________________________________________________

The End
28. When did Shakespeare retire to Stratford? _______________________________________________

29. When did he die? __________________________________________________________________
