English 9 










Mr. Harris

Independent Reading Assignment

Fiction Novels

For this quarter’s Independent Reading Assignment, you will be choosing a fictional novel, 150 pages or more.  You must have the book by Friday, September 28.  Failure to do this will result in a 5% deduction per day until I see the book.  This cannot be regained.

Reading Journal Guidelines (20%)
While reading, you will be keeping a reading journal.  Your journals can be typed (preferred) or handwritten (in blue or black ink).  You should be turning in something that screams how proud you are of your work, and I will expect it to be such.  The journal will be in a two-column format as outlined below.
Provide the page numbers the entries will be covering at the top.

	In the left hand column, you will be selecting a passage – a few sentences to a paragraph that captures your interest.  Copy the passage EXACTLY the way it was written in the text using quotation marks and including the page number (I DO NOT WANT TO SEE THE WORD “PAGE” OR “PG”.  JUST THE NUMBER)
	In the right hand column, you need to respond to the passage.  The response must touch on the following 3 areas.

1. Summary – an explanation of events that have occurred in the section of the novel.

2. Analysis – an analyzing of a literary element in the passage (figurative language, imagery, mood, etc.)

3. Interpretation/Commentary – your thoughts on the passage.  Predictions, questions, drawing conclusions are all acceptable.


The journal will be passed in on Fridays, and should cover between 30-40 pages of your novel, 3 to 4 entries.  Plan accordingly!  You must have your novel completed by October 26th.
Persuasive Paper (80%)
After reading the novel, you will be writing a paper persuading the school committee and English teachers at Peabody as to why this novel should be taught in schools today.

In order to do that, you will need to use textual evidence to support the literary merit of the book and relevance or appeal to teens today.

We will be going over how to write this persuasive paper in October, so you must have the book completed and the journal to pull some ideas and passages.  The rubric for the paper will also be given in October before you write the paper.
