English 9 










Mr. Harris

Outside Reading Assignment

Due: __________________________ 


Now that you have completed reading Siddhartha, you will be writing an essay comparing and contrasting the journey that Siddhartha took to reach enlightenment to that of Odysseus’s journey to get back home to Ithaca.


While their journeys may seem to be completely different, the basic idea that both characters have to overcome obstacles in order to reach their respective goals is similar.  You may examine how the men overcame these problems.  What similarities and differences do you find within their respective characters?  How did they handle their situations similarly or differently on their journey to their goals?

In addition, you may also examine how the obstacles that Odysseus had to overcome are similar and different to that of Siddhartha’s inner, spiritual problems.  Remember that most of Odysseus’s monsters represented or symbolized something else.  I understand that Siddhartha did not defeat Sirens or a six headed monster, but these monsters represented more than that.
Requirements

· Minimum of 5 paragraphs long

· 12 point font

· Times New Roman

· Double-spaced

· In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, my name, the course (English 9 H), and the date.

· An original, creative title that helps to express the main idea of your paper

· Page numbers with your last name and the page number in the upper right-hand corner

· A works cited page for both the Odyssey and Siddhartha 
Outline


As a way to assist you in your writing, I am asking that all students format an outline for their essay.  This will help you in creating your paper, keeping it focused and clear.  
There are two types of formal outlines:

· Topic outlines:  each entry is a single word or phrase.

· Sentence outlines:  each entry is a complete sentence.

Outline Formatting
Your Original Title
Thesis Statement:  This is where you would type in your thesis statement.

I. First major point of your paper
A. First subpoint

B. Next subpoint

1. First supporting example

2. Next supporting example

a. First specific detail

b. Next specific detail

II. Second major point

Sample Outline

Thesis Statement:  Odysseus is a hero because of his bravery, his clever thinking, and his ability to make difficult decisions.
I. Bravery OR One of the reasons why Odysseus can be considered a hero is his bravery.

A. Trojan War OR Odysseus was one of the bravest warriors from the Trojan War.

B. Cyclops OR In an encounter with the Cyclops, Polyphemus, Odysseus’s bravery is tested.

1. Stands up to the Cyclops OR When Odysseus first meets the Cyclops and stands up to him, trying to earn the Cyclops’ respect.

2. Protects his men OR Once some of Odysseus’s men are killed, Odysseus makes it clear that he must protect his men from the deadly Cyclops.
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