Dialectical Journal
While reading the Odyssey, you will keep a dialectical journal.  Dialectics means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question and answer.”  A dialectical journal is used to arrive at the “truth” of a written work through the written response to quotations from that work.  The journal is meant to help your understanding of the epic as you read through it.
The following is an example, much like the one we did in class.  Write the name of the character above the entry and do not forget to underline the inference.
Odysseus

	Evidence (quotation and context)
	Inference – Commentary

	Quotation:  “‘Cyclops, / you ask my honorable name?  Remember / the gift you promised me, and I shall tell you. / My name is Nohbdy” (270-274).

Context:  After giving the Cyclops wine, Odysseus tells the Cyclops his name is “Nohbdy.”
	Clever; shrewd – Odysseus conceals his identify by telling the Cyclops that his name is “Nohbdy.”  By choosing this name, Odysseus not only protects his identify, but creates confusion when the other Cyclopes come to the aid of Polyphemus as they think no one is hurting him.


The next page has a template by which you can fill in or print out.  The height and width of each cell should be enough to fit in what you need, but feel free to change it (or the font size) if need be.
Template on the next page.
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