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DIRECTIONS:  Read the following excerpt from the Declaration of Independence.  Answer the questions with your group, keeping in mind the equality found in “Harrison Bergeron.”

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

Thomas Jefferson

Declaration of Independence
1. Thomas Jefferson noted that “all men are created equal,” suggesting that this was “self evident.”  Self-evident is something that is known to be true by understanding its meaning without proof.  What does Jefferson then mean by this statement?
2. When Jefferson used the word “equal,” what did he mean?  How has this been misinterpreted by politicians and other leaders throughout time?

3. What sorts of conflicts or misconceptions have arisen from the statement “all men are created equal” in your own time?

4. What right does Jefferson write that the people have if the government has become “destructive”?  Why have the people in “Harrison Bergeron” not taken up this right (assuming it is still there)?
5. If the people alter or abolish the government, what must the foundation of this new government make sure to keep in mind?  Has the government of “Harrison Bergeron” done this?  Why or why not?
6. Is the equality found in “Harrison Bergeron” the same equality that Jefferson wrote about in the Declaration of Independence?  Why or why not?
