Columnist Analysis

Set-Up

Style

Style is the way a particular work is written – not what is said, but how it is said.  A writer’s style, often reflecting the context in which the work is written, depends on many elements, including diction, syntax, and tone.  Does the writer use long sentences packed with flowery details or ones that are short and to the point?  Is the tone sincere or is it laced with sarcasm?  The following are common styles a writer may have:

	Formal

· Uses sophisticated, abstract language

· May use complex sentence structures

· Carefully observes rules of grammar
	Journalistic

· Uses neutral words to report facts

· Often includes simple sentences

· Reader notices what’s said, not who’s talking.

	Informal

· Sounds like everyday conversation

· May use contractions and slang

· May use simple sentences and fragments
	Literary

· May use imagery to convey a mood

· Often includes long elaborate sentences

· Reader often gets to know the narrator – the voice that tells the story


Outline of Analysis
Introduction

· Identify the columnist and the title of the two articles

· Have a thesis (focus) – what is the columnist’s style and voice?

· Example:  John Smith uses an informal, sarcastic style to show how poorly the Red Sox are playing, but a journalistic, factual style to show how the Patriots defense has improved.

Body

· 1st Body Paragraph – Summarize both articles, hitting on the main points of the article.  This should be in your own words.

· 2nd Body Paragraph – Breakdown article number #1’s style and voice.

· Focus on one or two aspects that lead you to thinking what you wrote in the thesis.

· Provide textual evidence to support your claims.

· 3rd Body Paragraph – Same as #2.

Conclusion

· Restate your thesis

· Highlight main points of the essay[image: image1.png]



